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States would be able to resist the skill and energy
of Alexander Farncse; even before the murder of
Orange, an English envoy had reported "that the?
cause was panting and all but dead/* Dendermonde
and Ghent had opened their gates to the Spanish
troops already closing round Antwerp. In Germany
the conversion of the Archbishop of Cologne would,
if he could maintain himself, give a majority in the
Electoral College to the Reformers ; but in the South
the Catholic reaction was making rapid progress,
supported by the Emperor Rudolf, who had been
educated at the Court of Spain, and who resembled
in nothing his wise and tolerant father Maximilian II.

An eminent English historian believes that after
the death of Orange, Henry III., could he have
trusted Elizabeth, was willing to defy Spain and the
League, to place Henry of Navarre at the head of
his army and in close alliance with England, to fall
with all his forces on the Duke of Parma. He would
thus have secured the active co-operation of the King
of Denmark and of the Elector Palatine, the Arch-
bishop of Cologne would have been maintained in
his electorate, and at the next vacancy the Imperial
crown might have passed from the House of Haps-
burg.

We must doubt whether even if he had been will-
ing to break so completely with his past, to overcome
his own prejudices and predilections, Henry III.
could have taken up and carried out on a bolder
scale the policy'of Coligny. Not the Guises only,
but his mother, his favourites, the ambitious fiper*
non not less than the Catholic Joyeuse, would have